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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1-85. (withdrawn). 

86. (previously presented): A method of acquiring a processed frame by performing 
image processing on a desired frame sampled from a video image, said method comprising the 
steps of: 

computing a similarity between said desired frame and at least one frame which is 
temporally before and one frame which is temporally after said desired frame; and 

acquiring said processed frame by obtaining a weighting coefficient whose value 
increases or decreases in correspondence to a reference level of the similarity, then weighting 
said at least one frame with said weighting coefficient, and synthesizing said weighted frame and 
said desired frame. 

87. (previously presented): The synthesis method as set forth in claim 86, wherein 
said desired frame is partitioned into a plurality of areas; 

said similarity is computed for each of corresponding areas in said at least one frame 

which correspond to said plurality of areas; and 
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said processed frame is acquired by obtaining weighting coefficients whose values 
increase or decrease in correspondence to a reference level of the similarity, then weighting said 
corresponding areas of said at least one frame with said weighting coefficients, and synthesizing 
said weighted areas and said plurality of areas. 

88. (canceled). 

89. (previously presented): An image processor for acquiring a processed frame by 
performing image processing on a desired frame sampled from a video image, said image 
processor comprising: 

similarity computation means for computing a similarity between said desired frame and 
at least one frame which is temporally before or after said desired frame; and 

synthesis means for obtaining a weighting coefficient whose value increases or decreases 
in correspondence to a reference level of the similarity, then weighting said at least one frame 
with said weighting coefficient, and synthesizing said weighted frame and said desired frame 
into said processed frame. 

90. (previously presented): The image processor as set forth in claim 89, wherein 
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said similarity computation means partitions said desired frame into a plurality of areas 
and computes said similarity for each of corresponding areas in said at least one frame which 
correspond to said plurality of areas; and 

said synthesis means obtains weighting coefficients whose values increase or decrease in 
correspondence to a reference level of the similarity, then weights said corresponding areas of 
said at least one frame with said weighting coefficients, and synthesizes said weighted areas and 
said plurality of areas into said processed frame. 

91. (canceled). 

92. (currently amended): A computer readable medium storing a computer program 
which, when executed bv a computer processor, causes the com puter processor to perform A 
computor program comprising a program code stored on a storage medium which can bo road by 
a computor, for causing a computer to oxocute an image processing method of acquiring a 
processed frame by performing image processing on a desired frame sampled from a video 
image, said program cod e the method comprising: 

a similarity computation procodur e of computing a similarity between said desired frame 
and at least one frame which is temporally before and one frame which is temporally after said 
desired frame; and 
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I g Gynthooio procooo of obtaining a weighting coefficient whose value increases or 

decreases in correspondence to a reference level of the similarity, then weighting said at least one 
frame with said weighting coefficient, and synthesizing said weighted frame and said desired 
frame into said processed frame. 

| 93. (currently amended): The computer pragya mreadable medium as set forth in claim 

92, wherein 

said sMaHty r-nmpntntinn prnoodiire com puting a simi l arity between said desired frame 
and at least one frame which is temporally before and one frame w hich is temporally after said 
desired frame comprises a procedure of p artitioning said desired frame into a plurality of areas 
and a procedure of computing said similarity for each of corresponding areas in said at least one 
frame which correspond to said plurality of areas; and 

said synthosio procedure io a procedure of obtaining a weighting coefficient whose v alue 
increases or decreases in correspondence to a reference level of the similarity, then wei ghting 
said at least one frame with said weighting coefficient, and synthesizing said weighted frame and 
said desired frame into said processed frame comprises obtaining w eighting coefficients whose 
values increase or decrease in correspondence to a reference level of the similarity, then 
weighting said corresponding areas of said at least one frame with said weighting coefficients, 
and synthesizing said weighted areas and said plurality of areas into said processed frame. 
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94. (canceled). 

95. (previously presented): The synthesis method as set forth in claim 87, wherein 
a motion vector is computed for each area of said plurality of areas; 

said areas are grouped into a plurality of subject areas based on said motion vector of 
each area of said plurality of areas; 

said similarity is computed for each of corresponding subject areas in said at least one 
frame which correspond to said plurality of subject areas; and 

said processed frame is acquired by obtaining weighting coefficients whose values 
increase or decrease in correspondence to a reference level of the similarity, then weighting said 
corresponding subject areas of said at least one frame with said weighting coefficients, and 
synthesizing said weighted subject areas and said plurality of subject areas. 

96. (previously presented): The image processor as set forth in claim 90, wherein 

a moving vector computation means computes a moving vector for each area of said 
plurality of areas; 

said similarity computation means groups said areas into a plurality of subject areas 
based on said motion vector of each area of said plurality of areas, and computes said similarity 
for each of corresponding subject areas in said at least one frame which correspond to said 
plurality of subject areas; and 
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said synthesis means obtains weighting coefficients whose values increase or decrease in 
correspondence to a reference level of the similarity, then weights said corresponding subject 
areas of said at least one frame with said weighting coefficients, and synthesizes said weighted 
subject areas and said plurality of subject areas into said processed frame. 

97. (currently amended): The computer pmpra mreadable medium as set forth in claim 
93, further comprising a moving vector computation procedure) for computing a moving vector 
for each area of said plurality of areas; wherein 

said nimilnrity mmpntntion prooBdur e computing a similarity bet w een said desired frame 
and at least one frame which is temporally before and one fram e which is temporally after said 
desired frame comprises aprocoduro of grouping said areas into a plurality of subject areas based 
on said motion vector of each area of said plurality of areas, and a procedure of computing said 
similarity for each of corresponding subject areas in said at least one frame which correspond to 
said plurality of subject areas; and 

sf ,i^ syafeesis procedure ^ n prnnnriuro of o btaining a weightin g coefficient whose value 
increases or decreases in correspondence to a reference level of the sim ilarity, then weighting 
said at least one frame with said weighting coefficient, and synthes izing said weighted frame and 
said desired frame into said processed frame comprises obtaining weighting coefficients whose 
values increase or decrease in correspondence to a reference level of the similarity, then 
weighting said corresponding subject areas of said at least one frame with said weighting 
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coefficients, and synthesizing said weighted subject areas and said plurality of subject areas into 
said processed frame. 

98. (previously presented): The image processor as set forth in claim 89, further 
comprising: 

similarity computation means for computing a similarity between said desired frame and 
at least one frame which is temporally before and one frame which is temporally after said 
desired frame; and 

synthesis means for obtaining a weighting coefficient whose value increases or decreases 
in correspondence to a reference level of the similarity, then weighting said at least one frame 
with said weighting coefficient, and synthesizing said weighted frame and said desired frame 
into said processed frame. 

99. (new): The synthesis method as set forth in claim 95, wherein 

a magnitude of said motion vector for each area of said plurality of areas is calculated; 

and 

said plurality of subject areas comprises a first subject area including areas of said 
plurality of areas having a motion vector magnitude that has increased relative to said frame 
which is temporally before said desired frame, and a second subject area including areas of said 
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plurality of areas having a motion vector magnitude that has decreased relative to said frame 
which is temporally before said desired frame. 

100. (new): The image processor as set forth in claim 96, wherein 

the moving vector computation means computes a magnitude of said motion vector for 
each area of said plurality of areas; and 

said plurality of subject areas comprises a first subject area including areas of said 
plurality of areas having a motion vector magnitude that has increased relative to said frame 
which is temporally before said desired frame, and a second subject area including areas of said 
plurality of areas having a motion vector magnitude that has decreased relative to said frame 
which is temporally before said desired frame. 

101 . (new): The computer readable medium as set forth in claim 97, further comprising 
computing a magnitude of said motion vector for each area of said plurality of areas; wherein 

said plurality of subject areas comprises a first subject area including areas of said 
plurality of areas having a motion vector magnitude that has increased relative to said frame 
which is temporally before said desired frame, and a second subject area including areas of said 
plurality of areas having a motion vector magnitude that has decreased relative to said frame 
which is temporally before said desired frame. 
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